FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE            13
Florence found an old shepherd, who bemoaned
the fact that he would have to destroy Ms dog.
Cap, as Its leg had been broken, Florence and
the parson made an examinadon? put the Injured
leg In splints, and saved Cap for the shepherd.
Incidents of the kind. It need hardly be explained,
multiplied at the height of Florence Nightingale9s
fame, but that her vocation In life was shown thus
early Is net to be taker* too seriously.
Florence was mere earnest than most children,
and had a strain of morbidity. Fear of being
conspicuous in company Is common enough
among the young {though It is only In these days of
psycho-analysis that everyone Is so ready with an
explanation of the cause), but Florence had the
complaint In an acute degree. She was afraid
that she would not aci properly before oihers and
that people would thirJs her " queer/5 and her
greatest wish was 10 pass unnoticed by the visitors
who came to the house. She liked to spend long!
hours by herself, and her secretiveness and love of|
seclusion caused her mother some anxiety, Mrs,
Nightingale found her elder daughter easy to
understand. Parthenope took lessons seriously,
but not too seriously; excelled In drawing and
other ladylike accomplishments ; entered into all
the activities of Lea Hurst or Embley Park ; and
did not question the fortunate state to which she
had been called. She would, her mother felt
assuredj make a sensible marriage in due course
and be an, excellent helpmate to her husband,
Florence^ on the other hand3 was dissatisfied